



Nigeria’s failing insecurity and why it is getting worse  

The majority of Nigerian herders are from the Fulani ethnic group. They are nomads who move with their cattle wherever the grass is greener, and where the streams flow. They are critical in the food chain because they provide Nigerians with beef, which provides the body with protein. 

The grass in the area of Nigeria where the Fulani tribe are mostly found, are beginning to wither, while the stream no longer flows. This is because the desert is sweeping fast into the northern part of Nigeria at a speed that leaves the herders with little economic options apart from the animal husbandry they grew up to practice.  

Nigeria faces an acute food challenge because of the frequency of kidnappings  Nigeria is affecting normal life. Distant travels are rarely undertaken. Farmers dread to their farms. In some parts of the country, night life has disappeared. Unfortunately, the root cause of the problem is understated, which is climate change. 

Herders say they no longer have grazing land for their cattle, and that streams have run dry, making it difficult to carry on with their old trade. Some turn their shepherd’s rod to weapon and begun kidnapping for ransom.  Now, they wield AK47 and could kidnap an entire population in a school of 400 pupils. 

This project seeks to unravel the extent climate change has disrupted the normal life of Nigeria’s herders, and show that by taking climate friendly measures, along with military and economic options, insecurity may begin to decline.
